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The North Carolina Geographic Information Coordinating Council (GICC) was established in 
August 2001 and is incorporated in the General Statutes §143-725 through 143-727.   

 
The purpose of the GICC is to develop policies regarding the utilization of geographic 
information, geographic information systems (GIS), and related technologies. The GICC  
is responsible for the following: 

·  Strategic planning, 
·  Resolution of policy and technology issues, 
·  Coordination, direction, and oversight of State, local, and private GIS efforts, and 
·  Advising the Governor, the General Assembly, and the State’s Chief Information Officer 

as to needed directions, responsibilities, and funding regarding geographic information. 
 

The NC Geographic Information Coordinating Council met four times in this reporting period:  
The Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (CGIA) provides staff support to the GICC. 
 
The major topics in this annual report include: the accomplishments of the NC OneMap program 
initiative; geospatial data sharing among government agencies; public/private partnerships to 
leverage NC OneMap benefits; stream mapping for North Carolina; preservation and archiving 
of digital government geospatial data; the GIS Study as directed by House Bill 1473; and data 
standards and data infrastructure.  GICC communication and outreach strategies and the 2008-
2009 action plan close the report. 
�
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·  NC OneMap services expanded this year to offer 94 orthoimagery data sets through the 
NC OneMap website www.nconemap.net.  Sixty-three counties (some sharing aerial 
photography from multiple time periods) and two metropolitan areas are included.  This 
effort represents the first one-stop collection of North Carolina’s high-resolution 
orthoimagery and meets the needs of users better than what is available from commercial 
services such as Google. 

·  More than $1 million of federal assistance for aerial photography data collection has been 
allocated to cities and counties in the past three years.  Twenty-four counties received 
federal cost-share assistance through NC OneMap for the 2007-2008 winter flying season 
(leaf-off).  Another seven counties were flown through the NC Floodplain Mapping 
Program.  

·  Fourteen North Carolina county governments were added to NC OneMap in 2008.  
Richland County, South Carolina also connected to NC OneMap. 
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·  The NC OneMap GIS Inventory is an effort to maintain an inventory of all government 
geospatial assets across the state.  It is based on a national on-line inventory tool that was 
developed through a federal grant to the National States Geographic Information Council 
(NSGIC).  Currently, 126 local governments (74 counties, 46 cities/towns, 6 lead regional 
organizations) as well as 63 state agencies have completed the inventory, 
www.nc.gisinventory.net .  Data from the inventory were used to provide management 
information and inform the Office of State Budget and Management in its work on the 
GIS Study. 

·  The GICC’s Local/State/Federal Data Sharing ad hoc Committee addressed the data 
sharing issue with their constituencies to derive ten recommendations and seven core 
practices that were adopted by the GICC in November 2007. 

·  The Working Group for Roads and Transportation, with application development support 
from CGIA, created an Internet-based tool called NC StreetMap that allows for easy 
sharing of local government street centerline data. 

·  The Public/Private Partnership ad hoc Committee identified the mutual benefits and 
possible structures for creating public and private partnerships to advance the vision of 
NC OneMap.  The group investigated private sector needs and current barriers to 
government data, such as lack of adherence to consistent standards in street 
naming/addressing; inaccurate or inconsistent data; lack of a comprehensive funding 
stream for key data; legal, confidentiality and privacy barriers; and data access policies.  
Eight recommendations were presented in the Committee’s report to the GICC. 

·  The Stream Mapping Project completed its work in the 19 western counties of Phase I.  
The project delineates surface water features using statewide LIDAR (Light Detection 
and Ranging) elevation data and high-resolution orthoimagery from local government 
partners.  The dataset will improve the accuracy of mapped features and update current 
surface water maps and datasets that are over 60 years old in some areas. 

·  The Library of Congress funded a partnership between the NC State University Libraries 
and CGIA to seek solutions for managing the collection and preservation of digital 
geospatial records.  The Office of State Archives and History in the Department of 
Cultural Resources is also participating.  It focuses on content standards, management of 
digital rights, ingest workflows, and secondary gathering and harvesting of data. 

 
�
�������	���������� �!�
 

·  Provide key input to development of the implementation plan for the GIS Study 
recommendations. 

·  Further build the NC OneMap data resource through close partnerships with local and 
state government agencies. 

·  Extend successful efforts in cost-sharing of aerial photography (orthoimagery) collected 
by local governments. 

·  Seek full participation in the NC OneMap GIS Inventory. 
·  Encourage actions that lead to better cooperation among public and private sector 

interests in GIS data. 
·  Investigate and report on the value, organization, and plan for a statewide parcel 

clearinghouse service for North Carolina. 
·  Promote guidelines and best practices for statewide data sharing. 
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The North Carolina Geographic Information Coordinating Council (GICC) was established in 
August 2001 and is incorporated in the General Statutes §143-725 through 143-727.   

 
The purpose of the GICC is to develop policies regarding the utilization of geographic 
information, geographic information systems (GIS), and related technologies. The GICC  
is responsible for the following: 

·  Strategic planning, 
·  Resolution of policy and technology issues, 
·  Coordination, direction, and oversight of State, local, and private GIS efforts, and 
·  Advising the Governor, the General Assembly, and the State’s Chief Information Officer 

as to needed directions, responsibilities, and funding regarding geographic information. 
 

The NC Geographic Information Coordinating Council met four times in this reporting period:  
August 8, 2007, November 7, 2007, February 13, 2008, and May 14, 2008.  The Center for 
Geographic Information and Analysis (CGIA) provides staff support to the GICC.  
 
The major topics in this annual report include: the accomplishments of the NC OneMap program 
initiative; geospatial data sharing among government agencies; public/private partnerships to 
leverage NC OneMap benefits; stream mapping for North Carolina; preservation and archiving 
of digital government geospatial data; the GIS Study as directed by House Bill 1473; and data 
standards and data infrastructure.  GICC communication and outreach strategies and the 2008-
2009 action plan close the report.  Appendices include the membership of the GICC, the 
establishing authority of the GICC, and the list of counties, cities, and lead regional 
organizations that are active NC OneMap partners.  
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Free Aerial Photography.  Local government high-resolution orthoimagery (i.e., aerial 
photography) is the most requested data set used by local, state and federal government 
agencies, as well as utilities and the private sector.  NC OneMap services expanded this year 
to offer 94 orthoimagery data sets through the NC OneMap website www.nconemap.net.  
Sixty-three counties (some sharing aerial photography from multiple time periods) and two 
metropolitan areas are included.  This effort represents the first one-stop collection of North 
Carolina’s high-resolution orthoimagery.  The goal:  To provide free and unrestricted access 
to the most current orthoimagery for every county.  Anyone using the Internet can 
conveniently browse aerial imagery through the NC OneMap Ortho Server.  Users can also 
download the files onto their computers, or access the data as part of a web mapping service 
(WMS).  This sets NC OneMap apart from commercial tools such as Google Maps/Earth.  
Google may or may not contain either the most current, accurate, or detailed orthoimagery 
for an area and has restrictions for download.  The orthoimagery offered through NC 
OneMap can be freely used for planning and analysis in critical decision making situations in 
both the public and private sectors. 
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The Ortho Server complements the existing NC OneMap 
FTP link that offers more than 100 geographic data sets. 
This popular “Get Data Free” service provides essential 
data sets used by local, state and federal government, 
educators, researchers and the private sector.  More than 
15,400 visits to this website occurred from January through 
April 2008. 

 
Supporting Local Government Aerial Photography.  NC OneMap supports the collection 
and dissemination of high-resolution orthoimagery through numerous avenues.  This highly 
desirable digital data serves as the “base map” or foundation on which additional geographic 
information is referenced.  Hundreds of emergency management, local planning, tax mapping, 
and research applications use orthoimagery.  The GICC and local governments are working 
closely together to make this key data resource available across North Carolina. 
 
The NC OneMap program, in partnership with the USGS National Geospatial Program Office 
and other federal agencies, is providing federal cost-share dollars to local governments to help 
them update their orthoimagery.  As the new aerial photography is delivered, CGIA provides 
the data to multiple state agencies and makes it available through the NC OneMap viewer and 
data download services. 
 
More than $1 million has been allocated to cities and counties in the past three years. 
Twenty-four counties received federal cost-share assistance through NC OneMap for the 
2007-2008 winter flying season (leaf-off).  Another seven counties were flown through the 
NC Floodplain Mapping Program.  
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In conjunction with the NC 911 Board, the GICC encouraged the use of 911 funds for 
acquisition of local government orthoimagery.  Although H1755 changed the funding 
model for Enhanced 911 systems across the State (effective January 1, 2008), purchase of 
orthoimagery remains an allowable expenditure.  The GICC considers this fund as another 
potential resource to help update local aerial photography in counties across the state. 
 
NC Geodetic Survey conducted workshops on orthoimagery interpretation and 
photogrammetry.  Local governments and surveyors attended workshops in Asheville, 
Greenville, and Raleigh to learn how to quality control the aerial photography products.  
The evolution of photogrammetry cameras from film-based to large-format digital capture 
of images prompted the GICC’s Working Group for Orthoimagery Planning to write and 
present a White Paper: “Traditional Aerial Film Camera vs. Digital Camera” to address 
local government concerns. 
 
New NC OneMap Connections.  The first NC OneMap Application Developer position  
was established with recurring funds allocated in the FY 2007-2008 State Budget.  This 
position was filled in late 2007 and is responsible for maintaining the NC OneMap viewer on 
the Internet, establishing and monitoring live connections to local government data.  Fourteen 
North Carolina county governments were added in 2008.  Two South Carolina counties 
(Richland and York) have also connected to the NC OneMap viewer because they value 
sharing data with neighboring jurisdictions.   
 

 
 
The NC OneMap viewer is the flagship Internet mapping application where local government 
geospatial data is seamlessly combined with state and federal data, in real time for each user. 
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The Application Developer position, coupled with the NC OneMap Database Administrator, 
holds the key responsibilities for managing the databases and providing free access to North 
Carolina geographic information. 
 
NC OneMap GIS Inventory.  A GICC priority is to maintain an inventory of all government 
geospatial assets across the state.  In 2006, a new national on-line inventory tool was 
developed through a federal grant to the National States Geographic Information Council 
(NSGIC), and has been adopted for the NC OneMap GIS Inventory.  Currently, 126 local 
governments (74 counties, 46 cities/towns, 6 lead regional organizations) as well as 63 state 
agencies have completed the inventory, www.nc.gisinventory.net .  The inventory is live on 
the Internet so people can update their records or search for inventory information any time.  
More than 2,050 North Carolina data sets have been entered, the highest in the nation.  
Efforts continue to get participation from all 98 counties that create GIS data.  Data from the 
inventory were used to provide management information and inform the Office of State 
Budget and Management in its work on the GIS Study. 
 

 
 

&"� %	�	�'�	�������
Ten Recommendations Adopted by the GICC.  Facilitating geospatial data sharing 
between government agencies is a primary focus of the GICC.  Organizational practices 
within state and local agencies as well as cost-recovery policies for GIS data at the local 
government level can create inefficiencies to data sharing.  The GICC’s 
Local/State/Federal Data Sharing ad hoc Committee addressed this issue with their 
constituencies to derive ten recommendations that were adopted by the GICC in November 
2007.  These recommendations are consistent with the NC OneMap vision, and 
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acknowledge that each government sector invests significantly in geospatial data and that 
each sector brings value to the statewide community by sharing data.   

 
The ten data sharing recommendations, in brief: 

·  Avoid the requirement of formal agreements between agencies 
·  Provide Internet web access for data handling and distribution 
·  Establish a secure access when needed for distribution among government agencies 
·  Free data exchange between government agencies 
·  Publish a single point of contact in each agency for acquiring and distributing data 
·  Employ a regional solution (lead regional organizations) for data collection and data 

sharing, when appropriate 
·  Acquire data only from original sources, NC OneMap, or through an official outlet, 

named by the producer of that data 
·  Establish archival and long term data access strategies 
·  Display NC OneMap brand on collaborative websites 
·  Conduct outreach to local governments and state agencies 

 
Seven core practices were developed as part of the recommendations document: 

o Register complete information in the NC OneMap GIS Inventory 
o Write metadata, a structured record about the creation of each data set 
o Provide Internet access to data either through an agency/local government web 

page, and/or NC OneMap; and review periodically 
o Make data download location and instructions on the web easy to understand 
o Publish web services and catalog through NC OneMap 
o Establish policies and procedures regarding access to older historic data 
o Provide alternative methods to share/use restricted data with “approved” partners 

in preparation for emergency, security and/or hazard events. 
 
The Chair of the GICC sent a memorandum with the two-page summary of recommenda-
tions and core practices to the head of each state government department and the 
department’s chief information officer, with the suggestion to disseminate to all division 
directors.  Outreach on these recommendations continues through state and local 
government venues, including presentations at professional association meetings, articles in 
organization newsletters and list serves, and through websites.   
 
Since local governments often give one state agency data, but restrict further redistribution, 
the GICC sought and received a verbal, informal opinion from the Attorney General’s 
Office.  The Attorney General’s opinion is that the State can not refuse a request for 
redistribution of data in its possession; however, the state agency can emphasize that the 
requestor should contact the original source of that data. 
 
Working Group for Roads and Transportation.  Representing all levels of government, 
this Working Group focused on a methodology that would allow easy sharing of local 
government street-centerline data.  Street centerlines are maintained by each county 
government and are essential for regional planning organizations, local governments, state 
agencies, and universities.  A tool, developed by the Center for Geographic Information 
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and Analysis under the direction of the Working Group, facilitates data sharing and 
distribution of this important local government data.  The tool, NC StreetMap was launched 
in June and is a restricted data exchange point for public agencies to upload and download 
street-centerline data. 
 
Participating local governments, councils of government and state agencies are requested to 
upload data as part of their standard data maintenance workflow, thereby eliminating time-
consuming requests from multiple agencies.  State agencies and other governmental units 
will be able to download street data directly from the data exchange point, saving 
considerable time.  Outreach to local governments on how to register and contribute their 
street centerline data to the new NC StreetMap tool has begun.  The tool includes an option 
for local data providers who choose to offer this data to the general public through the NC 
OneMap viewer as well.   
 
Working Group for Seamless Parcels.  A new group was formed, co-chaired by the 
Secretary of State’s Director of the Land Records Management Section and a member of 
the North Carolina Property Mappers Association.  Other members represent state, federal 
and local government agencies.  This working group will consider the value, organization, 
and a strategy to access statewide parcel information for North Carolina, using the National 
Academy of Sciences’ National Land Parcel Data document as a starting point.  
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Private industry depends on government-generated geographic data.  Every day, realtors, 
developers and engineers, utilities and commercial businesses seek out current, accurate 
state and local government data.  The Public/Private Partnership ad hoc Committee 
identified the mutual benefits and possible structures for creating public and private 
partnerships to advance the vision of NC OneMap.  The group investigated private sector 
needs and current barriers to government data, such as lack of adherence to consistent 
standards in street naming/addressing; inaccurate or inconsistent data; lack of a 
comprehensive funding stream for key data; legal, confidentiality and privacy barriers; and 
data access policies.  Eight key recommendations were made, some requiring further action 
from the GICC.  The Council accepted the report and assigned tasks to Council 
committees, staff, and the Office of State Budget and Management.  The recommendations 
included:   

·  Confirm NC OneMap as “the” trusted provider for distribution of authoritative 
standards-based geospatial data for the State of North Carolina. 

·  Require agencies and provide incentives for local governments to adhere to 
standards adopted by the GICC within five years. 

·  Create a source of support, coordination and funding within the Center for 
Geographic Information and Analysis to enable the transition of agencies and local 
governments to standards. 

·  Create a dedicated funding model/mechanism to ensure that key data is collected 
and maintained both at the state and local government level. Those data sets include 
cadastral, municipal boundaries, county boundaries, building footprints, street 
centerlines, and aerial photography. 
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·  Establish formal data sharing agreements between CGIA and utilities for the 
collection and exchange of data with appropriate privacy and security protections. 

·  Change the current NC Engineering and Land Surveying Act, G.S. § 89C 
requirement for surveyor certification of geospatial data to be exchanged between 
private sector entities and NC governments. 

·  Support the Secretary of State’s efforts on digital recordation standards per  
G.S. § 47-16.5 and expand standards to include electronic submittal of development 
plats/plans. 

·  Promote the value of NC OneMap to the Legislature. 
 

%"��%��	�����'���	��$	
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The Stream Mapping Project completed its work in the 19 western counties of Phase I.   
The project delineates surface water features using statewide LIDAR (Light Detection and 
Ranging) elevation data and high-resolution orthoimagery from local government partners.  
The dataset will improve the accuracy of mapped features and update current surface water 
maps and datasets that are over 60 years old in some areas.  Promotional materials and 
technical support on how to use the dataset are available to the Phase I counties.  Phase 1 
data is being integrated into the US Geological Survey (USGS) National Hydrography 
Dataset (NHD).  NC Department of Transportation and USGS funded a pilot project to test  

 

the use of Phase I high-resolution stream data in 
StreamStats, an on-line tool used to characterize 
watersheds. 
 
NC Stream Mapping website 
www.ncstreams.net  

Phase II has been defined but has not received funding in the State Budget.  This next 
phase will increase coverage across the state incorporating major urban areas in the 
Piedmont, and includes development of a coastal pilot in the White Oak River Basin to 
validate data development and accuracy issues in the coastal environment. 
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A partnership between the NC State University Libraries and Center for Geographic 
Information and Analysis is seeking solutions for managing the collection and preservation 
of digital geospatial records.  The Office of State Archives and History in the Department 
of Cultural Resources is also participating.  The initial Library of Congress (LOC) three-
year grant has been extended through 2009.  It focuses on content standards, management 
of digital rights, ingest workflows, and secondary gathering and harvesting of data.   

 
A second LOC grant has been awarded to CGIA and the Office of State Archives to head a 
three-state project involving North Carolina, Kentucky, and Utah.  This project promotes 
preservation and long-term access to geospatial content through a geographically dispersed 
content exchange network.  Partners from the archives, library and geospatial communities 
in each state are exploring ways to inventory and identify “at-risk” content, find best 
practices to preserve that data, and build multi-state data exchange networks (spatial data 
infrastructure).  Grant partners are defining formats for geospatial databases to determine 
what should be done locally, what should be done at the state level, and how to acquire or 
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download data for archiving with minimal disruption to local data providers.  The multi-
state effort is expected to make it easier to inventory and recycle the “old data” more 
frequently to support temporal analysis.   

 
���"� #���
�����'�	���&������	���$	�	������,����'�'� ���-�./012�  

H1473 authorized the Office of State Budget and Management (OSBM) to conduct a study 
to identify the development and use of GIS in North Carolina by State agencies, as well as 
assess the completeness, timeliness and accessibility of the GIS data.  In consultation with 
the State Chief Information Officer, the chair of the Geographic Information Coordinating 
Council, and the Center for Geographic Information and Analysis, OSBM concluded the 
study and presented its recommendations in February 2008 to the General Assembly.   
 
The study made recommendations concerning governance roles and data stewardship, 
establishment of a GIS Reserve account for essential statewide framework data, moving 
CGIA from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources to the State Chief 
Information Officer (SCIO), and leveraging local and federal funds in support of routine 
collection of local government high-resolution orthoimagery.  The Governor’s budget, 
under its Fiscal Responsibility recommendations, included a $6.5 million infrastructure 
investment “to develop and maintain geographic information system data, which facilitates 
economic growth, security, efficiency, and environmental protection.”   
 
H2240 (S 1801), titled “Improve State GIS/GICC Funds,” was introduced in the short 
session of the General Assembly.  The bill included organizational recommendations, 
funding for statewide GIS data infrastructure, and oversight in the consolidation of State 
GIS initiatives.  The bill was referred to the Committee on Appropriations in both the 
House and Senate but no further action was taken. 
 
Session Law 2008-107 [H2436] was enacted in July 2008.  Section 6.13 calls for “State 
Geographic Information/Consolidation Implementation” as a follow-up action to the GIS 
Study.  The State Chief Information Officer, the Office of State Budget and Management 
and the Geographic Information Coordinating Council were tasked to develop a detailed 
plan to implement the recommendations contained in the GIS Study report. 
 
This implementation plan will be submitted by December 1, 2008 to the Chairs of the 
House and Senate Appropriations Committees and to the Fiscal Research Division of the 
Legislative Services Office and will address consolidation of state agency GIS efforts and 
the transfer of CGIA to the State Chief Information Officer. 

�
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Weather and other hazard emergencies occur everywhere, and because each state maintains 
its own State Plane Coordinate System for mapping, it can lead to confusion for emergency 
responders.  In order to speak the same GIS mapping language across the country, the 
Federal Geographic Data Committee developed a “presentation format” standard that 
serves as a universal map index: the US National Grid (USNG).  The USNG provides a 



2008 Annual Report:  NC Geographic Information Coordinating Council -- 11 

nationally consistent language of location that is optimized for local use.  It is a uniform 
coordinate system that can describe an incident location when street signs and landmarks 
have been destroyed, or places where street addresses may not be specific enough—such as 
a large industrial complex or campus.  Prompted by local government interest, the GICC 
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The USNG is a simple X-Y 
system laid on a grid.  This 
example shows the location of 
the Pasquotank County 
Courthouse at gridline 90 E, 
plus 23 meters, and gridline  
17 N, plus 97 meters. 
 

 
evaluated and adopted the USNG as a standard and is promoting its use to state and local 
agencies.  It will be available in the NC OneMap viewer as a visual option. 
CGIA, with support from the GICC, and under the guidance of the Public XY Mapping 
Project, was awarded a 2008 competitive grant to conduct outreach to educate the GIS 
community and the emergency management community in North Carolina on the use of the 
U.S. National Grid.  Participating partners in this National Spatial Data Infrastructure grant 
include the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management and the Center for 
Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information Technologies.  CGIA will customize desktop and 
on-line tools for North Carolina GIS users and emergency responders, and conduct Train 
the Trainer sessions for the NC Division of Emergency Management and selected 
professional associations. 
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This large national project conducted by the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency is 
collecting and validating critical infrastructure information from each state.  North Carolina 
is providing data gathered from state and local governments to the project contractor who 
then verifies, by phone, the address, facility name, and other attributes before it is added to 
the HSIP database.  The verified data is then returned to North Carolina where it is 
available from the free NC OneMap FTP site.  Last fall the GICC Chair sent a letter to all 
counties and 40 cities with populations greater than 20,000 asking for their cooperation in 
this effort.  To date, the North Carolina data sets that have been verified for completeness 
and accuracy include Emergency Operation Centers and Hurricane Evacuation Routes. 
 

�"� ��'�	����������&�	������)���������	���'���������
The Surveyors’ Model Law Working Group continues to work with the NC Board of 
Engineers and Surveyors (NC BELS) on the intersections of surveyors with the collection 
and dissemination of local government GIS data.  Several issues are being addressed as 
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they relate to either the NC BELS Administrative Rules or G.S. § 89C.  One issue involves 
GIS data collection and data sharing by Councils of Government which are treated 
differently than local governments in the statute.  Another issue involves language 
concerning temporary or contract employees who collect GIS data for local governments.  
Currently, those contract employees are not included in the narrow local government GIS 
exemption, thus a board certified surveyor is required.  In addition to continuing this 
dialog, the Working Group plans to delineate for NC BELS those few GIS data layers that 
do need oversight by surveyors. 
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GICC initiatives including Data Sharing, GIS data archiving, the US National Grid as well 
as NC OneMap were promoted in numerous venues.  Staff and Council members presented 
in statewide conferences sponsored by the Carolina Chapter of the Urban and Regional 
Information System Association, the NC Local Government Information System 
Association, the South Carolina GIS Conference, North Carolina Property Mappers 
Association, the NC Society of Surveyors, and the NC Office of State Archives conference, 
“Before Disaster Strikes: Networking to Protect Our Records.”  Many regional 
organizations invited presentations from the GICC, including the Centralina Regional 
Group on Aerial Imagery Collection, the Upper Albemarle Group on Aerial Imagery 
Collection, the Sandhills GIS Users Group, and the Mountain Region GIS Alliance. 

 
On the national front, staff and GICC members presented at conferences and meetings of 
the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association, the National States Geographic 
Information Council, the Library of Congress, the National Geospatial Advisory 
Committee, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Digital Coast Initiative, 
and the Transportation Research Board. 
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Outreach on policies and promotion of GICC initiatives is regularly conducted through 
appropriate list serves, professional association newsletters, publications, and the Council’s 
webpage.  The availability of the local government orthoimagery cost-share was announced 
in the CountyLines newsletter published by the NC Association of County Commissioners, 
as was the list of counties awarded funds.  Articles on how local governments derive 
benefits from using the US National Grid and information about participation on Council 
committees were published by professional associations. 
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Numerous displays, events and school presentations were planned by local governments 
across North Carolina.  The City of Raleigh, Wake County and the GICC’s State 
Government GIS Users Committee collaborated on an event that included a poster session, 
GIS demonstrations, and special presentations.  Held on Bicentennial Mall in the building 
formerly occupied by the NC Museum of Natural Sciences, the event attracted hundreds of 
government workers and school children.  NC OneMap was the focus of GIS presentations 
at Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College.  GIS Day is an international event 
sponsored each year by numerous agencies and professional associations.    
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� Provide a detailed implementation plan to the General Assembly by December 1, 2008 for 

all recommendations contained in the GIS Study.  The plan will include costs and expected 
savings from consolidation, a cost estimate for each recommendation, and costs associated 
with transferring the Center for Geographic Information and Analysis to the State Chief 
Information Officer.   

�
&"�� ���#��$	
 ���
������	����  

Enhance the NC OneMap viewer application and its supporting infrastructure.  This will be 
accomplished by increasing access to NC OneMap data, updating and solidifying the NC 
OneMap database, and beginning the development of the next version of the viewer 
application.  These efforts will provide greater flexibility, reliability, and ease of use. 
  

�"�������	��
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 Seek state and federal funds and administer grants to administer cost share program with 

local governments for fourth consecutive winter flying season. 
 
%"������#��$	
 ���'�����������
 Seek full participation by local governments and state agencies in the inventory.  Promote 

review and update cycles to agencies already registered in the inventory.  Develop and 
publish semi-annual reports from the inventory to support other GICC workgroups and for 
general public consumers. 
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Identify incentives that encourage local governments to adhere to standards.  Establish the 
framework for a formal data sharing agreement with utilities.  Collaborate with the NC Board 
of Engineers and Surveyors on changes to either G.S. §89C or NC BELS Administrative 
Rules to accommodate public and private sector GIS concerns.  Review digital recordation 
standards to address Public/Private Partnership ad hoc Committee interests in conjunction 
with the Office of the Secretary of State. 
 

8"�� �������	�����	�'�	�������	�
�����
Investigate and report on the value, organization, and plan for a statewide parcel 
clearinghouse service for North Carolina. 
�

�"�����
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Investigate and develop guidelines and suggested best practices for government agencies to 
support preservation of geospatial data and to aid in updates to records retention schedules. 
 

."����
��	������'�����$	
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	���������������	 ��%	�	�
Publicize the new time-saving FTP tool to local and state government agencies; encourage all 
county governments to upload their road data on a scheduled basis using the FTP site. 
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Further develop guidelines and best practices for statewide data sharing.  Plan and conduct 
outreach across North Carolina as directed by the Council. 
 

;"����������	�����	���'���������
�-�8����	���/! ��- ����!�
Facilitate the planning and host the 2009 NC GIS Conference to be held at the new Raleigh 
Convention Center.  The biennial North Carolina conference is one of the largest in the 
nation, attracting up to 1,000 participants from state, local, and federal government, 
academia, and key industry representatives to the two-day event. 

 

 
This conference will mark a return to 
Raleigh: Winston-Salem was the host 
city for the past six conferences. 
 
The planning committee depends on 
many volunteers from local govern-
ment and professional associations to 
deliver a statewide conference that 
meets the needs of the GIS user 
community. 
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20  B.   NC Geographic Information Coordinating Council Establishing Authority 
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Chair, Dempsey Benton 
2001 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27609 

Secretary 
Dept. of Health and Human Services   

919/733-4534 

 Governor 

    
June S. Atkinson 
301 N. Wilmington Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601 

State Superintendent 
Department  of Public Instruction 

919/807-3430 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Derek Graham 
  919/807-3571  

    
George Bakolia 
4101 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4101 

State Chief Information Officer 
Information Technology Services  

919/981-2680 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Billy Willis 
  919/754-2948 

    
Bryan Beatty 
4701 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4701 

Secretary 
Dept. of Crime Control and Public Safety 

919/733-2126 

 Executive Office 

    
Mr. Erskine Bowles 
PO Box 2688 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515-2688 

President 
UNC-Office of the President 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Dr. Hugh Devine 
  NCSU   919/515-3682 

    
Bob Brinson 
2020 Yonkers Road 
Raleigh, NC 27604 

Director CJIN 
Department of Correction 

919/716-3500 

 Governor 

    
Rodney Bunch 
PO Box 39 
Elizabeth City, NC 27907-0039 

Assistant County Manager 
Pasquotank County 

252/335-5177 
 

 Governor 
 (for County Government) 

Britt Cobb 
1301 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1301 

Secretary 
Department. of Administration 

919/807-2425 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—John Cox 
  919/807-4674   

    
Mary Combs 
4405 Bland Road 
Raleigh, NC 27609 

State Conservationist 
USDA-Nat. Resources Conservation Srvc 

919/873-2101 

 Governor 
  (for Federal Government) 

 
John Correllus 
4329 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4329 

GIS Coordinator. 
Dept. of Commerce, Policy Division. 

919/715-2358 

 Appointed by GICC Chair 
  Chair, State Government GIS  
  Users Committee 

 
Jim Fain 
4301 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4301 

Secretary 
Dept. of Commerce 

919/733-3449 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—John Correllus 
  919/715-2358 
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Edward S. Finley, Jr. 
4325 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4325 

Chair 
NC Public Utilities Commission 

919/733-4249 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Bliss Kite 
  919/733-0854 

      
John M. Gillis, Jr. 
128 S. Churchill Dr. 
Fayetteville, NC 28303 

Farming and Land Development 
Gillis Group Partnership 

910/308-4255 

 NC Senate 

    
Thomas Gray 
PO Box 1000 
Manteo, NC  27954 

Information Technology Director 
Dare County 

252/475-5840 

 NC Senate 

    
Ellis Hankins 
PO Box 3069 
Raleigh, NC 27602 

Executive Director 
NC League of Municipalities 

919/715-4000 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Dr. Lee Mandell 
  919/715-3933 
 

Reginald Hinton 
4501 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4501 

Secretary 
Dept. of Revenue 

919/733-7211 

 Executive Office 

    
Bill Holman 
Box 90328 
Durham, NC 27708 

Visiting Scholar, Nicholas Institute 
Duke University 

919/613-8737 

 Governor 
   

    
Secretary 
2001 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-2001 

 
Dept. of Health and Human Services 

919/733-4534 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Mark Prakke 
  919/855-3052 

      
Susan Johnson 
701 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Bl.  
Charlotte, NC 28202 

Chief Information Officer 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 

980/343-6752 

 Governor 
  (for Municipal Government) 

    
Tim Johnson 
20322 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-0322 

Director 
Center for Geographic Information 
and Analysis        919/733-2090 

 

 Staff 

Martin Lancaster 
5001 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-5001 

President 
NC Community College System 

919/807-7100 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Richard Sullins 
  919/807-6969 

    
Elaine F. Marshall 
PO Box 29622 
Raleigh, NC 27626-0622 

Secretary of State 
Office of Secretary of State 

919/807-2008 

 Executive Office 

    
David McCoy 
20320 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-0320 

State Budget Officer 
Office of State Budget & Management  

919/807-4700 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Jim Dolan 
  919/807-4775 
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Herb McKim 
243 N. Front St. 
Wilmington, NC 28401 

President 
McKim and Creed 

910/343-1048 

 NC House of Representatives 

�������� �������� ���� ��������

Joe McKinney 
25 Heritage Drive 
Asheville, NC  28806 

Executive Director 
Land of Sky Regional Council 

828/251-6622 

 Governor 
  (for Lead Regional Organizations) 

    
Anne Payne 
PO Box 550 
Raleigh, NC 27603 

GIS Database Administrator 
Wake County 

919/856-6383 

 Governor 
  (for General Member) 

    
Jeremy Poss 
PO Box 908 
Pittsboro, NC 27312  

GIS Coordinator 
Chatham County 

919/545-8469 

 NC House of Representatives 

    
Steven D. Puckett 
5314 Highway 55, Suite 104 
Durham, NC 27713  

SD Puckett & Associates 
Past President, NC Society of Surveyors 

919/544-7717 

 Governor 

    
Bill Ross 
1601 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1601  

Secretary 
Dept. of Environment & Natural Res. 

919/715-4102 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Bill Laxton 
  919/715-9424 

    
Colleen Sharpe 
PO Box 590 
Raleigh, NC 27602 

GIS Manager 
City of Raleigh 
          919/516-2520 

 Local Government Committee 
Chair, elected 

    
Richard Taylor 
3810 Mitchell Circle 
New Bern, NC 28562 
 

Executive Director 
NC 911 Board 

919/754-2942 

 NC Senate  

David Thompson 
PO Box 1488 
Raleigh, NC 27602-1488 

Executive Director  
NC Assoc. of County Commissioners  

919/715-2893 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Rebecca Troutman 
  919/715-2893 

    
Lyndo Tippett 
1501 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1501 

Secretary 
Dept. of Transportation 

919/733-2520 

 Executive Office 
  Designee—John Farley 
  919/707-2151 

    
Steve Troxler 
1001 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1001 

Commissioner of Agriculture 
Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Srvc. 

919/733-7125  

 Executive Office 
  Designee—Daniel Madding 
  919/807-4344  

    
Ron York 
PO Box 1006 
Charlotte, NC 28201-1006 

Atlas Landbase Manager 
Duke Energy Power Delivery 

704/382-2158 

 NC House of Representatives 
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The North Carolina Geographic Information Coordinating Council was established by Senate Bill 
895 in August 2001 and was incorporated in the General Statutes §143-725 through 143-727.   
 
The purpose of the Council is to develop policies regarding the utilization of geographic 
information, geographic information systems (GIS), and other related technologies.  The Council 
is responsible for the following: 

·  Strategic planning, 
·  Resolution of policy and technology issues, 
·  Coordination, direction, and oversight of State, local, and private GIS efforts, and 
·  Advising the Governor, the General Assembly, and the State’s Chief Information Officer 

as to needed directions, responsibilities, and funding regarding geographic information. 
 
The Council is charged with statewide geographic information coordination and fosters 
cooperation among State, federal, tribal, and local government agencies; academic institutions; 
and the private sector in order to improve the quality, access, cost-effectiveness and utility of 
North Carolina’s geographic information and to promote geographic information as a statewide 
strategic resource.  
 
������������ Prior to the enactment of legislation, the North Carolina Geographic Information 
Coordinating Council existed through Executive Orders issued by Governor James G. Martin and 
Governor James B. Hunt, Jr.  Executive Order No. 147 by Governor James G. Martin first 
established the Council in July 1991.  Governor James B. Hunt, Jr. issued Executive Order No. 16 
in May 1993 that remained in effect until 2001.   

�

���  ��������!����
� .  The Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (CGIA), located in 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and formerly attached to the Office of the 
Governor, staffs the Council.  CGIA manages and distributes digital geographic information 
about North Carolina maintained by numerous State and local government agencies.  It operates 
a service bureau, a statewide data clearinghouse, and manages the NC OneMap program which 
provides Internet access to State and local government through the NC OneMap website and a 
FTP geospatial data distribution site. 
 
 
�
�
�
�
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Asheville Alamance Perquimans 
Atlantic Beach Alexander Richland County, SC (Columbia) 
Black Mountain   Alleghany Richmond 
Brevard Anson Rockingham 
Carrboro Avery Stokes 
Catawba Beaufort Surry 
Conover Brunswick Swain 
Elkin Buncombe Union 
Emerald Isle   Burke Wake 
Fletcher Cabarrus Washington 
Greenville Camden Wilson 
Havelock Caswell York County, SC (adjoining Mecklenburg) 
Hickory Catawba  
High Point Cleveland  
Kernersville Currituck  
Lenoir Dare  
Mocksville   Davie  
Morganton Durham  
Mount Airy Edgecombe  
New Bern Gaston  
Newton Halifax  
Pilot Mountain Haywood  
Raleigh Henderson  
River Bend Iredell  
Salisbury Johnston  
Winston-Salem Lee  
 Lenoir  
 Macon  

!����
�$�� �)�*���	���$!����
�$�� �)�*���	���$!����
�$�� �)�*���	���$!����
�$�� �)�*���	���$  Madison  
 Mecklenburg  
Eastern Carolina COG Montgomery  
Land of Sky COG Moore  
Northwest Piedmont COG New Hanover ����
Unifour MPO Northampton ����
Upper Coastal Plain COG Onslow  
Western Piedmont COG Pasquotank  
 Pender  
   
   



 

 

 


